	[image: image1.png]


Preschool
	The important thing to understand with young children is it is the process that is important not a perfect product.



Welcome to Christ the King Early Childhood Learning Center!
Our Early Childhood Program is part of Christ the King Parish and Elementary school. We welcome all children ages 6 weeks though 5 years. 

Mission Statement

Christ the King ECLC seeks to provide a quality and age appropriate Catholic educational setting for children from six weeks through five years in our parish and surrounding community.

 We believe that positive, compassionate, and caring relationships enhance the lives of families and children.  In the words of Pope John Paul II,“The treatment of our children is a measurement of our fidelity to the Lord.”

Philosophy

At Christ the King ECLC, we address the development of the whole child; physically, cognitively, socially, emotionally, and spiritually. We recognize that children learn and represent their knowledge in multiple intelligences; bodily kinesthetically, spatially, linguistically, inter-personally, intra-personally, musically, scientifically and logically/ mathematically. We know that children are active learners who construct their knowledge through “hands-on” explorations and experiences, which builds self-esteem, develops school competence, and encourages children to reach higher levels of knowledge.

 Spiritually, we believe that positive, compassionate, and caring relationships enhance the lives of young children. Through prayer, ritual, and tradition, we hope to build a trusting relationship with our children and their families. Our spiritual teachings are grounded in the traditions of our Roman Catholic faith and the mission of Christ the King Parish.

Our philosophy is based on the developmental theories of Howard Gardner, Jean Piaget, Erick Erikson, the influences of the Italian early childhood programs in Reggio Emilia, Italy, and the Developmentally Appropriate Practice guide developed by the National Association for the Education of Young Children.

Quality Indicators

Professional Development - Education and training of the staff means higher quality care-giving and educational experiences for students. Our school is a member of the Reggio inspired early childhood professional development Collaborative. We believe building positive relationships with families, creates a meaningful learning environment and enhances teaching skills.  We, as early childhood professionals, see ourselves as ongoing learners on a journey gaining knowledge through our daily experiences, and interactions with the children, parents and peers. 

Low Turnover - Our greatest strength is our staff.  All of our Early Childhood Professionals are committed to our parish and our program. Many of our full time preschool teachers have degrees in Early Childhood Education. We have had minimal turnover in our full time teaching staff.  

 Parent Involvement - Our parental involvement is essential to our students’ educational success.  Families are the first and primary educators of children. We,  value parent’s observations and understanding of their child and encourage communication between parents and teachers.  We wish to work in support of our families. Parents are encouraged to share their talents, skills, knowledge, and experiences with their child’s class or whole center.  Parents may also join us on field trips and are welcome, at any time, to visit our school.  

The Environment and Experiences - In our center we strive to provide the best educational environment to: promote academic success, encourage investigation, enrich daily experiences, and spark the imaginations of our children. We continually work to create an aesthetically pleasing and interactive environment for children to explore. Our teachers plan activities which address the development of the whole child; individually and the entire group. The classroom environment, the meaningful classroom experiences and individual planning are designed to teach the skills each child needs to be ready to read; language and vocabulary, and to succeed in math and science; an interest and curiosity as well as the social skills of listening, patience and the ability to work with others. 

In order to provide each child the opportunity to reach a high level of critical thinking in their play scenarios we offer a balanced schedule of small and large group activities, which can be active or quiet. Our teachers are observing and listening for their students’ questions, interests, ideas, and to help satisfy their curiosity through investigation and project study. Our children in the preschool are provided a 90-minute child-initiated “work time” everyday.  Each teacher has their own homeroom where in the preschool they have their morning class meetings. In our center each room contains materials for self-expression, creativity, building, writing, reading, and investigating.    

Our Infant-Toddler program is located between the elementary school and church on our north campus. The rooms are designed with stimulating age-specific activities to develop small and large motor skills, social, emotional  and early language skills. The children are encouraged to independently explore their surroundings.  

Our pre-school program is located across the street and parking lot.  We have converted an old neighborhood house into a pre-school that we have divided into four learning centers: a Block/Construction Room, a Pretend/Dramatic Play Room, a Math/Writing Center Room, and an Art Studio. We also have a large Community Room for parent communication.      

Program Hours

7:00 - 5:45 p.m.

Staff/child ratio 

1 caregiver to three children - Birth to 18 months

1 teacher to four children – 18 months to Three years old

Holidays Closed:

New Years Eve & New Years Day

Good Friday 
Memorial Day

Fourth of July 
Labor Day

Thanksgiving & the Friday following

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day

Diocesan In-service Day (TBA)

We are licensed by the Missouri Department of Health Childcare Licensing Bureau.   

Daily Schedule: 

	Infant-Toddler
	Schedule 

	7:00-8:30am
	Greeting, breakfast, free choice

	8:30-8:45am
	Music and Movement

	8:45-9:20am
	Changing/ outdoor time

	9:20-9:30am
	Bathroom /
Snack

	9:30-9:45 am
	Reading, playtime

	9:45-10:45am
	Sensory activities

	10:45-11:00
	Lunch/ Outdoor time

	11:00-11:30
	Bathroom/Changing

	12:45-1:00pm
	Nap time

	1:00-2:45pm
	Wake up/ bathroom

	2:45-3:15pm
	Snack

	3:15-3:45pm
	Outside

	3:45-5:45pm
	Small group/Reading / free choice time


	Pre-school 
	Schedule

	7:00-8:15       


	Greeting, breakfast, free choice

	8:15-9:10       
	Music & Rhythm

	9:10-9:30       
	Class Meeting/ Circle time

	9:30-10:00     
	Bathroom /
Snack 

	9:30-11:00     
	Work time

	11:00-11:30   
	Outside/Part-time PS dismissal

	11:30-12:00    
	Lunch (1st group)

2nd group journaling 

	12:00-12:30   
	Lunch (group 2) 1st group Journaling 

	12:30-1:00
	Group Reading 

	1:00-3:00       
	Rest time

	3:00-3:30
	Afternoon Snack

	3:30-4:30
	Outside time

	4:30-5:45       
	Work time II; pick up



 










